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Energy & buildings 
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Energy use in buildings 
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Factors influencing the energy use 
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Energy transfer through the building envelope 

It is important to improve the energy performance 

of building envelope (wall, window, roof, etc.).  
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Thermal insulation is very important ! 

Thermal insulation materials/components are critical to 

building’s energy efficiency 

IVIS2015, Nanjing, China 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=CggC4SSqmGO1IM&tbnid=aTREx9EhZoabVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.isover.com/Our-commitment-to-sustainability/Energy-efficiency/Energy-efficiency-in-buildings/Reducing-energy-consumption&ei=ieSeU563N8jNygPd7oHYCg&bvm=bv.68911936,d.bGQ&psig=AFQjCNGVFRXxVeBL8ylRMTPews13diJfPw&ust=1403008421882476
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=kOGQ8PhEPB_FSM&tbnid=i3w6IPCQbEUsiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.structherm.co.uk/Refurbishment/External-Wall-Insulation.aspx&ei=M-WeU7S2JaPhywPg9YLoBg&bvm=bv.68911936,d.bGQ&psig=AFQjCNGVFRXxVeBL8ylRMTPews13diJfPw&ust=1403008421882476


Thermal insulation materials/solutions 
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 Traditional Insulation 

• ~ 36 mW/(mK) 

 Vacuum Insulation Panels (VIPs) 

• ~ 4 mW/(mK)   fresh 

• ~ 20 mW/(mK)   perforated 

 Gas-Filled Panels (GFPs) 

• ~ 40 mW/(mK) 

 Aerogels 

• ~ 15 mW/(mK) (monolithic) 

 New materials and solutions 

Thermal insulation of today 
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Nano insulation materials 
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Nano insulation materials - synthesis 

Polystyrene nanoparticles 

coated with SiO2 

remove PS cores 

Hollow SiO2 nanospheres 
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Nano insulation materials - synthesis 

Surface   
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Nano insulation materials - property 
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Nano insulation materials - improvement 

HSNS powder 

Glass wool 

Fiber reinforced 

HSNS NIM 
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Fiber reinforced HSNS NIM 
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effective conductivity 

(mW/(mK)) 

glass fibers 68 

PS/SiO2-glass fibers 73 

HSNSs-glass fibers 

(20 wt.%) 

 

55 

HSNSs ~ 37  



Fiber reinforced HSNS NIM 
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Control of the fiber 

content, surface, 

diameter 

Control of the HSNSs 



Fiber reinforced HSNS NIM 
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1. Thermal insulation product   

2. Core materials for vacuum insulation panels 

Fumed silica (expensive) 

Glass fibers (high thermal 

conductivity 



Conclusions 
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1. The HSNS NIM represents an interesting material 

system for thermal insulation applications.  

2. Adding glass fiber reinforcement improves the 

workability of HSNS NIMs, also increases the 

thermal conductivity.    

3. The performance of glass fiber reinforced HSNS 

NIMs needs to be further enhanced, e.g., by 

modifying the synthetic parameters.    



Thank you!  


