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Vacuum insulated boxes provide the UK NHS Blood and Transplant with a transportation
solution for blood components nationwide

(BRUSSELS, 8 April 2015) VIPA International, the Vacuum Insulation Panel Association, releases
today a case study explaining how vacuum insulation panels (VIPs) help the UK Blood and
Transplant Special Health Authority (NHS BT) supplying two million of blood units to hospitals in
England and North Wales each year.
Transportation of temperature-sensitive and highly perishable goods like blood and blood
components (platelets concentrates, frozen plasma, red blood cells, etc) are subject to strict
thermal, health and safety transportation requirements to ensure their integrity throughout the
transport chain before they get to the hospital.
Since 2009, the NHS BT is using boxes with VIPs installed in the box’s walls. These have proved to
be cost efficient per use, simple to operate and carry, and suitable for short and long distances.
Thanks to its low heat and cold losses, vacuum insulation panels preserve temperature-sensitive
products over a range of extreme ambient conditions. In addition, VIPs are much smaller in volume
size which is a significant advantage in terms of price and ease of handling. Vacuum insulated
boxes were hence the most appropriate solution available for the NHS BT to carry out their
campaign: ‘help save life – give the gift of blood’. “We dedicate ourselves to saving and improving
patients’ lives. That is why we needed to establish reliable and temperature controlled transportation
solutions nationwide to guarantee blood arrives at the right temperature anywhere in the UK", stated
Philip Taylor, Senior Buyer Strategic Goods at NHS BT.
For more details about this story, please download the case study here: http://vipainternational.com/case-studies.

***
About VIPA International
The Vacuum Insulation Panel Association (VIPA International) is a global trade association representing the
interests of manufacturers of vacuum insulation panels as well as supply chain. The mission of the association
is to act as the global voice of the vacuum insulation panel industry, promote quality and raise awareness of
the potential to save space and energy costs and to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in a wide range of
applications and industries.
VIPA International was created as a not-for-profit organisation incorporated under the law of the State of
Delaware in the U.S.A. on 19 August 2014. The association is managed by its staff in its Global Office in
Brussels, Belgium; and also maintains a presence in Washington DC, U.S.A..
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